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HIV prevalence among people who inject drugs

in Israel has been stable for the past decade,

most probably as a result of government

(Health Ministery and AntiDrug Authority)

needle and syringe exchange programs

and government substitutes clinics





The AIDS Center, at Sourasky Medical Center, had observed no new cases of primary 
HIV infection in people who inject drugs during 2011 and first trimester of 2012.In May-
June 2012, five primary HIV infections had been diagnosed in IDU.



Epidemiological curve
(Dr. Eugine Katchman) 

Total 40 cases of PHI in IDUs

50.7% of PHI cases vs. 0% before May 2012 (p=0.0001)

Incidence of PHI: 5.9 vs. 1.0 per month (p<0.0001)



The following year a further 40 similar cases were identified. Most of 
them arrived to the emergency room of Souraski hospital with 
severe infections – bacteraemia, pneumonia, endocarditis.

Seven known deaths.

Normally, ther are 25 new cases of HIV  among all the population of 
IUD over all Israel 



All of them were Heroin addicts who take part in the needle exchange program. During 
2012, a large number of heroin injectors began switching to a cheaper injectable 
substance 'Hagigat' derative of Cathinon (sometimes + Buprenorphin). 

All the new HIV  infected IDU patients were using 'hagigat’.

It is cheap in comparison to heroin, but the drug effect is short, requiring much more 
injections each day . Sharing of non-sterile reservoirs and no need for boiling due to 
the high solubility of the new compounds.

All of them were known to the staff of needle exchange program

Phylogenetic analysis suggest a single source of infection (subtype A/CRF01 AE)



How did we act

Needle and syringe exchange staff launched an education program among drug users

Increasing the supply of needles, syringes and sterile cups

Everyone who tested positive for HIV was offered immediate antiretroviral treatment

What we need to improve

Better communication between the services, could accelerate the special intervention. 
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Dr. Eugine Katchman

Crusaid Kobler AIDS Center, Tel Aviv Sourasky Medical Center

Dr. Daniel Chemtob

Director, Tuberculosis and AIDS department . Ministry of Health, Jerusalem, Israel

**The study of the AIDS epidemiology was presented in  EACS 2013


